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Serving the isk rete Apple, to ‘commodore, oe cintosh and MS-Dos Computers 


Lightness main feature 
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of Toshiba laptop 


OTTAWA HOME COMPUTING CLUB 


MEMBERSHIP 


Membership in the Ottawa Home Com- 

puting Club is open to all who have a 

genuineinterest inhomecomputing, The 

membership fee is$25 per year and entit- 

lesmembersto: 

¢ attendmonthlymeetings 

© buy Club disks 

@ receivethe Clubnewsletter 

¢ participatein the electionofthe Club 
executive 

© partic 
Club-sponsoré 3 

@ full sign-on privileges onthe Club 
BBS. 


MEETINGS 


Club meetings are held monthly at the 
Confederation High School (Woodroffe 
nearNepeanSportsplex),usuallythethird 
Monday of the month, Upcoming meet- 
ingsare scheduled as follows: 


July 17 
August 14° 


An*besideadateindicates thatthe meet- 
ing is not on the third Monday of that 
month, 


Meeting format is standard (see “Club 

Notes” for specific details on the upcom- 

ing meeting) and the formatis: 

© 7:00Membershipregistration, Disk 

ofthe Month sales, socialization 

© 7:30 Business Mecting 

@ 7:45MainPresentation 

© 8:30Special Interest Group(SIG) 
vrarianand 

ecificgroupmectings 

SpeciallnterestGroupsaremectingplaces 

for people with similar interests. Tell 

peoplewhat you're doing, orwouldliketo 

be doing; ask people what they're doing, 

or discuss a problem you're having, What 

members get out of these meetings is 

proportional to whatthey putin. 


Also in this time period the following 
librarians will be available for your ques- 
tions, suggestions, disk orders, etc. You 
may even catch a demo of the latest 
software: 


© Apple & Macintosh Room 125 

© C64 & Disk of the Month Room 117 
© Amiga Room 128 

© C128 & CP/M Room 119 

© MS-DOS Room 115 

© C64 Beginners Room 118 


CLUB EXECUTIVE 


Elected Positions: 
© President:PierreCastricum,830-6984 


@ Vice-President:DanielR Pigeon, 
446-6104 

© Secretary: Gerry Bouchard, 731-0920 

@ Treasurer: Mike Bryan, 226-5588 


© ProgramCo-ordinator:WayneD. 
Schaler, 728-7811 


Librarians: 


‘® Amiga: Don White, 829-2082 
‘© Apple: Vojta Fryzek, 722-9778 
© Commodore64: vacant 


@ Commodore 128/CP/M:BobMason 
837-3197 


@ MS-DOS: Peter Nickles, 837-3402 
@ TPUG: Marv Bero, 727-9674 
Other Position: 


@ Membership: LucienSt. Denis, 
224-2972 

@ Bulletin BoardSYSOP: Don White, 
829-2082 


 RetailDiskDistribution:Pcter 
Martin, 731-7700 


-RayMonette, 


© DirectoratLarge:Scotty Adams, 
592-3492 

OHCC Bulletin Board 828-6440 

Addressalleorrespondenceto: 


OttawaHomeComputingClub 
P.O. Box 4164, Station “C” 
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y4P3 


OTTAWA HOME COMPUTING 


Ottawa Home Computing is the newsh 
terofthe Ottawa Home ComputingClub, 
and is mailed free-of-charge to all mem- 
bersingoodstanding.OttawaHomeCom- 
puting is published 10 times a year, 
monthlyexcepiforthemonthsofJuncand. 
August. 


Submissionsto OttawaHomeComputing 
aremostwelcomed.Ifhandwritten, please 
make sure your submission is legible. 
Articlessubmitted in aready-to-printfor- 
mat,orondisk,arealsoappreciated. Please 
contact the Editor for more informationif 
you choose either of these lalter two 
methods. Graphic submissions are also 
needed. For best reproduction, submis- 
sions should be designed to the width of 
onc or two columns (approximately3 1/2" 
or7’).If produced on aprinter, please use 
a fairly new ribbon: if drawn please use a 
blackpen. 


Classified advertisements of personal 
items(upto25words) arefreetomembe 
For information on commercial display 
and classified advertising, please contact 
theAdvertisingManager. 


‘Newsletter staff: 
© Ecitor:RayMonette,722-1204 


© AmigaEditor:BrianMudge, 
739-1212 

© Apple/MacEditorvacant 

© MS-DOSEditor:vacant 

© Advertising Manager:ScottyAdams, 
592-3492 

Addressalleorrespondenceto: 


RaymondMonette 


1260Emperor Ave. 
Ottawa, OntarioK1Z8CS 


C64 DISK OF THE MONTH 
RETAIL SALES 

‘The C64 Disk of the Months carried in 

the following stores. It sells for about 

$4.50 and isavailable two days after each 

meeting. 


AliComputers 

1158 Ogilvie Rd. 744-0220 
Compucentre 

CarlingwoodPlaza 729-0448 
LynxTechnical 
2150St.Joseph(Orleans) 830-8396 
Mr.Diskette 

1190°Connor 

1600 Merivale Rd. 

1456 Cyrville 749-3100 
100-14 Bexley 596-0691 
NCEService 

1047 Belfast Rd. 749-2701 
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OTTAWAHOMECOMPUTING 


CLUB 
by Ray Monette 


July 17, 1989 


Asof the date of this newsletter, the topic of the July meeting is 
unconfirmed, 


August 14,1989 


‘The main presentation at this meeting will be on “Laptop Com- 
puters”, and will be given by Mireille Lemieux and Colin Brody 
of Information System Division of Toshiba Canada. The Toshiba 
line of laptops on display will be the T1200, T1600, T3100E, 
73200and the T5200.aswellas3 printers:the P301 portable, P311 
expressand the P321SL. Thesearesomeofthe machines we hope 
willbe demonstrated, and there will alsobe a chance to get some 
hands-onexperience, 


Karl Schempp (sales manager with Micro Age) will give the 
dealer's prospective and will alsobe on handtoanswerquestions. 


September 18,1989 
‘This night is our Computer Swap/Garage Sale. 


Bring your unwanted computer equipment and/or software 


(original only) and sell it at the meeting, 
October 16 (Tentative) 


‘Thisaveryimportant meeting for the Commodore users,somake 
sure you are there, The guest speaker that night will be Mr. Ken 
Fairclough of Commodore Canada. He will talk about “Com- 
modoreTodayandTomorrow”. 


So get your questions ready or this meeting. 
Executive meeting JUNE Sth. 


Pierre handed out tothe members of the executive a draft copy of 
thenewOHCC Constitution for usto look atandcomment on, He 
also mentioned that Scotty would not be available for the next 
month or so, because she is going in the hospital. GOOD LUCK 
SCOTTY, 


Lucien mentioned that the membership now stands at 276 mem- 
bers with two dozen or so not yet paid up. 


GerryBouchardhassendalettertoBayshore Shopping Centreat- 
temptingtoarrangeadisplaybooththercinthefuture. Hewillkeep 
usinformed, 


Peter Nickless said that we should not have a newsletter in June 
and August inorder to cut costs. 


‘Wayne mentioned that the September meeting will be the Rum- 
mage and Garage sale. He and Daniel Pigeon suggested that we 
shouldlistthecommercialBBSboardslikeCompucentre,Mr.Dis- 
kette, etc. on our BBS, but limit it toa dozen or so. 


NOTES 


Donmentionedthatsomeonewantedtohavetheircataloguelisted 
on our BBS, What should we charge them? Do we charge by the 
10K? He also discussed housekeeping in the newly-created 
Newslettcrarca. 


Dan talked about having someone looking after each SIG group. 
Pierresaidthat the Librarianslookafteritnow. Wayne mentioned 
thatthe MS-DOS groupare very wellstructured, 


Ray mentioned that the newsletter now uses a new printer — 
“RightRoadPrintingLtd.”. 


President’s Message 


by Pierre Castricum 


Greetingsandwelcometosummer! 


Ifyou haven't noticed, summeris officiallyhere which means bar- 
becues, picnics, holidays, fun in the sun and et usnot forget — a 
bitof computing thrownin forgood measure. 


finally was able toreach the person at the school board who isin 
chargeof scheduling. August 14th (second Mondayofthemonth) 
hasbeen confirmed, Hopefully by the time you read this article, 
the dates for the upcoming year will have been confirmed, The 
schedule for the $9/90 list of mecting dates will be announced and 
published assoon as we have been advised officially by the school 
board, Barringanyunforseendifficulies, the date fortheSeptem- 
ber mecting will be the 17th which is the third Monday of the 
month, 


Iwould strongly recommend you mark this date in calendar; it 
willbe our annual rummage/garage sale. Itshould be noted that 
only ORIGINAL software will be allowed to be sold — no 
“copies/backups" will be permittedtobe sold. 


RaymondMonette,thenewslettereditor,sufferedcutsandbruises 
after a small accident while riding his bicycle home last month, 
Nonetheless, heinsistedonproducingthisnewsletter.Iwouldlike 
tothank him on your behalf, (Bob also thanks you Ray!) 


Iwould like to take this opportunityin welcoming Mike Donegan 
whois a board member of T.P.U.G. (Toronto Pet User Group). 
Mike, who recently moved to Ottawa, advised if problems were 
beingencountered withTPUG tolet him knowandhewould relay 
the information to the Toronto office. A listis being compiled by 
the various librarians of programs which do not run, duplication 
of programs from previous months, etc.; the list will be given to 
Mike so that he can bring it to the attention of TPUG. 

Ifyou should be experiencing problems with any program which 
originated from TPUG, please bring it to the attention of the 
librarian. 


Sceyou atthe meeting! 


OTTAWAHOMECOMPUTING 


Membership Report — July 1989 


by Lucien St. Denis 


If your name appears on this list, please check with Lucien St 
ourmembership chairman. A 1 month grace period will be 


allowed, then your name will automatically be removed from the 
membershiplist. 


DATE..... NAME 
89/06/01 .. A.M.Alexander 89/06/03 .. RobertA.Murray 
39/06/04... Susan Cullum. 89/06/05 .. WilliamCunningham 
89/06/07 .. DouglasHoy 80/06/08... KenEdmonds 
89/06/09..DonaldCooper 89/06/10. A.Kokinski-Corneau 
89/06/11. ThomasG.Booth 89/06/13... BrendaHoltZ. 
89/06/14.. AmitTandon 89/06/15..GertrudeTardiff 
89/06/16 .. CharlesPoole 
39/07/00. NormanJack 89/07/02. RogerBryanton 
89/07/03..AdamSwimmer _89/07/04..GeorgeW.Attallah 
39/07/06..DennyShortliffe _89/07/07..J.W.Cox 
89/07/08... ‘lyn M.Scullion 89/07/09 ..J.P.Torrie 
89/08/00..JamesFurnivall 89/08/01 ..GeorgeRadbourne 
89/08/02..GeraldDeBruyn 89/08/03 ..JeandeChantel 
89/08/04... PeterNaish 89/08/05 ..J,W.Coles 
89/08/06..RobertW.Jenkins _ 89/08/07.. BobChampagne 
89/08/08.. RobertE.Handforth 89/08/09 ...H.L.Smith 
0/08/10.. ArthurHaley 89/08/11 ... DavidJones 
89/08/12. FredericTorrington 89/08/13 ..J.-P.McLaughlin 
89/08/14.. KenAntoine 89/08/15 .. WernerSchoenberger 
Welcome New Members 
(N=New-R =renewal) 

07/01..MichaelBurley(N) 07/02... RobertCorry(N) 

.EdFuchs(R) 07/04... BobRainboth(N) 

ossGunn(R) 07/06...FredMiller(R) 


07/08. 
.MichaelE.Donegan(N) 07/10... 
.RudieMausser(R) 


.-MelsinWatson(R) L.GwynaHoltby(N) 


BruceSchowalter(R) 


b) 


; 
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Well Mi just see your 2-80 and raise you three 6502s 


MS-DOS Special Interest Group 
by Daniel Pigeon 


THE O.H.C.C. BBS 


The MS-DOS files section of the BBS are slowly being cleaned 
upandorganized. WehaveapproximatelyS0programsinthatsec- 
tion and the bulletin board isslowly building up. 


The MS-DOS sysop has uploaded the programs that will 
crunch/uncrunch in all the popular formats: ARC, ZIP, PAK & 
LZH. 


Please feel freeto download them and usethe board to uploador 
download publicdomain, freeware orshareware programs. 


MS-DOS SIG 


Inour June meeting we have concluded our series of lessons on 
theintroductiontoDOS. 


‘Therewasanaverage of20 people everymonth forthosesessions. 


Nextmonth we will discuss the organization of a drive (floppyand 
harddrive) andthe TREE commandin DOS, 


‘We will also introduce the MS-DOS SIG database that will keep 
record ofsystemsinformation and interests of our SIG members. 
Ifall goes according to plan, we will arrange to have wo systems 
inthe classroom, one of them beinga laptop computer. 
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Is there a laptop in your life? 
By Val Adolph (from Input) 


Should you join the trend and buya laptop computer? Each time 
you openacomputer magazine, you see laptopsdescribedas “es- 
sential” or “exciting”, but are they for you? 


What laptops ean do 


They are the computers that gowith you, rather than forcing you 
to goto them, They are light enough and small enough to use at 
the cottage, in the car, on the ferry, waitingat the airport, isome- 
oncelse’s office, at homeupstairs, downstairs, or inyour armchair 
besidethefire. 


‘The limitations 


Laptops do notgive you the variety of colours ofthe clear displays 
of most CRTs so, while you can play most games on them, the 
games aren't nearly as much fun, 


They only function for a couple of hours on the battery before it 
needstobereckarged, soyou should not plan todo large amounts 
of work away from a wall socket (except for a few models, like 
Amstrad, that run from acar cigarette lighter). A salesman could 
input data about his sales calls while grabbing aburger at adrive- 
inrestaurant, but he would be overestending the power supply if 
he tried to word process a chapter of his novel on a park bench 
without a very long extension cord. 


Questions to ask when buying 


How heavy is it? Most weigh between 9 and 14 pounds, but the 
NEC Ultralight weights only 4.4 pounds. 


Howbigisit? Usual measurements are about3.5 inches by 12 in- 
ches by 14 inches. 


What type of battery doesit use? It could be lead or lithium. Can 
thebatteryberecharged without removing it? 


Can you get at least a couple of hours of normal use from each 
charge? Is the display scrcen large enough and clear enough for 
your needs? A full size is 80 column by 25 lines. Backlit is usual- 
ly the clearest display. 


Doesit have enough capacity for your needs? Most laptops have 
640K of basic RAM (and are expandable) and have two disk 
drives. There are at least a dozen laptops with the 80286 prox 
sor available, usually priced in excess of $5,000, and a smaller 
number of 386's with 2 Mb of basic RAM, more powerful disk 
drives and a suggested list price over $10,000. Itis the disk drive 
that uses most of the battery power, so you do not get longer bat- 
tery life froma more powerful, more expensive laptop, 


How much do laptops cost? 


The really basic Toshiba T1000 costs about $1,300. Other inex- 
pensive models are the Tandy 2400LT, the Sanyo 1600LT or the 
Amstrad640PPC, Evenwithitslowprice, the Amstradcomeswith 
‘abuilt-in2400 baud modem and it operates from five power sour- 
ces, 


What else? 


Almostalllaptopsusethe MS-DOS operatingsystemand3.5" disk 
drives. If your desktop computer uses MS-DOS and has a 3. 
drive, youcan use the same programs on both computers. 


Lookatthe keyboard. Arethe function, enterandcursorkeyscon- 
venientlylocated? Is there anumerickey pad? 


Ifithas abacklit screen, will the backlight automatically turn off 
after a couple of minutes when no key has been bit? If not, the 
backlight will not last long before itneedsto bereplaced. 


Youhaveto make the best choice for your own individual require- 
ments, balancing price, features andyour pattern of use. 


Myown choice, afterlookingat just about every model available, 
was the Sharp PC4000. I choose it because of the price (less than 
$2,000), the full size, backlit screen (I use it mostly for word 
processingandnon-backlit screensweretoohardonmycyesafter 
afew minutes), a battery don't have to recharge, and a sensibly 
arrangedkeyboard.ltdoesnothaveabuilt-inmodemorharddrive, 
butthey can beadded lates 


LOW prices 
every day! 


You probubly already’ most of all—software & 
shop at the Mr. Diskette supplies. ; 
stores—why—because Best of all, Mr, Dis 
We have the low prices kette has more of every- 
experienced computer thing—when need it— 
users need every day. with the better pri 

Low. prices on and that’s why Ouawa 
printers, computers and counts on Mr. Diskette! 
{ Mr. Diskette-4 locations 

Downtown Gloucester 


4105 O'Connor St 1456 Cyrvile Fa. 
(ust north of Laurier) (next to Szartop Rd.) 


232-5203 749-3100 
Open 9-6, 9-7 Thu & Fr, Open 9-9 
Sat 9-5 Saturday 9-5 
ff Bells Corners 
100-14 Bosley Place 
(behind IKEA) 
596-0691 
Open9-9 
Saturday 9-5 


Nepean 
1600 Merivale Rd 
(across irom Brick) 

727-0180 

Open 9-9 

Saturday 9-5 
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C64 Game Design 


Monte Carlo Methods 


Forty-eighth of a series 
by John Baichelor 


One of the very best things about computers is that they can be 
programmedtotakeoverrepetitioustasksthatyoudon'thavetime 
for, For example, your C64 can play solitaire for you. 


OK, Iknowthat soundssilly. Solitaire card gamesaresupposedto 
wasteyourtime when you have nothing elseto do. There are plen- 
ty of solitaire computer games with the same idea. Our club disks 
have manyexamples, Two ofthe most popular commercial games 
onallbrands of computersare Tetrisand. i, both solitaire 
contestsalthoughnotbasedonplayingcards Eventhearcade-style 
shoot-em-ups are a sort of solitaire. So why would you want to 
have the computer play foryou? 


Sometimes watching the demo mode can give you hints for real 
play but that is not what I’m talking about. Why have a computer 
play solitaire game when you are too busy even to watch? Well, if 
itplaysa game enoughtimes, youcan geta feel forthe odds against 
you. In Las Vegas, you can play solitaire games for money. Typi- 
cally, you pay some amount for a chance to play and then get 
yack foreachcard youmanage toeliminateor incorporate, 
dependingon the rules ofthe game. 


One very simple game of solitaire requires you to deal four cards 
face up. Look at the top and fourth cards, Ifthe values match (say, 
two jacks), the discard all four cards. If the suits match (say, the 
four and the ten of hearts), then discard the middle two cards. If 
thereisnomatch, keep all four cardsinthe pile, Dealanothercard 
orcardssothat there are atleast four, Examine the topand fourth 
fromthetopformatchesandproceedasjustdescribed Sometimes, 
asuit-match play will cause a sort of chain reaction. You discard 
the two middle cards and the top cardis now compared to anear- 
lier card which is the new fourth from the top. This may permit a 
new play and so on. Eventually, you will have dealt all the cards 
and some or (rarely) all of them will be discarded. 


Myson quite likes this game butis frustrated at not winning very 
often. I would tell him that having just six or ten cards left over 
was pretty good (or lucky, since no skill is involved). But I really 
didn’t know what the odds were. Howoftenshould you win? How 
often should you get stuck at the end with a dozen or two dozen 
cards? Thisis where the computer comesin. 


[wrote a program to play this game over and over and keeptrack 
ofthescores. From the results, [constructed a histogram and cal- 
culated the average number of cards left over. Itwas a neat little 
programmingchallengeand abit frustrating, [wanted toshowthe 
cardsbeing played but thisis both too slowand too fast! The lines 
of cards would scroll by too fast to keep up with the play yet still 
‘ook a lot of time to print out. Also, some bug in my code or my 
ancient C64keptcausingaS YNTAXERRORatunpredictablein- 
tervals, When Irepeated the same programin GW-BASIC onan 
IBM clone, I would also getarandom crashaftermany trials. oI 
climinatedmuch of the display and letit chug away. The program 


isrepeatedheresoyoucansee howthe deck of cards sset up and 
shuffled, how the play is simulated and how the scores are tabu- 
lated. 


The techniques of repeated play and summarizing results for 
analysis are known as Monte Carlo Methods. They contrast to 
tryingtopredictsthe results ofaprocess fromamathematicalfor- 
mula as you might try in calculating the odds in the 6/49 lottery. 
There are 52 different possible shuffled decks of cards and rying 
out which of them would play out to no cards left or two or four is 
mind-boggling, Much better to just play a couple of thousand 
handsandtabulatetheresults. 


10 REM:Solitaire simulator- John Batchelor- OHCC 
1989 


20 DIM C$(52), VS(13), S$(4), CT(26) 

30 REM cards, values, suits, counts 

40 FOR |=1 TO 13:READ VS(I):NEXT 

50 DATA"A','2","3","4","5","6","7","B","9"'T"," 
60 FOR |=1 TO 4:READ S$(1):NEXT 
PATA “s'"h",d",c:REM use the suit symbols on 


80 X=RND(-TI):REM randomize 
90 REM shuffle the cards 

100 FORI=1 TO 4:FOR J=1T0 13 

410P =INT(1 +RND(1)*52) 

1201F C$(P) ="THENCS(P) = V$(J) + $$(1):GOTO 150 
190P =P +1:IFPSTHENP 
140 GOTO 120 

10 NEXT:NEXT 
160C4=4 

170 GOSUB 260 

180 REM matching values? 


190 IF LEFTS(C$(C1),1) =LEFTS(CS(C4),1)THEN FOR 
J-€1 TO C4:C$(J) 2":NEXT:GOTO 170 

200 REM matching suits? 

210 IF RIGHTS(CS(C1),1) = RIGHTS(C$(C4), 1)THEN 
FOR J=C1- TO C4-1:CS(J) =":NEXT:GOTO 170 

220 REM deal another card 

230 C4=C4+1:IF C4 THEN 320:REM out of cards 

240 GOTO 170 

250 REM find card 3 back 

260F =0:J=C4-4 
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2701F CS(J) =" THENF =F +1:IFF =2THEN 
Ci -W:RETURN 


280 J =J-1:if J =0 GOTO 270:REM start of pile? 
290 IF C3 GOTO 320:REM out of cards? 
30004 =C4+1:GOTO260 

310 GOTO 270 

320 REM count remaining cards 

330 CT =O0:FORJ=1T052 

340 IF CS(J)"THEN CT=CT +1 

350. NEXT:PRINT 

360 IF CT=0 THEN PRINT "WINNER!"; 


370 PRINT CT'LEFT-"; 
380C=C+CT:T=T+1 

390 PRINT’Average after'T'times'C/T 
400 FOR | = 1 TO 52:C$(I) =":NEXT 
410CT(CT/2) =CT(CT/2) +1 

420 REM print histogram 


430 FOR J =0 TO 21:PRINT 2*J,:IF CT (J) =0 THEN 
PRINT:GOTO 450 


440 FOR !=1 TO CT(J):PRINT’*";:NEXT:PRINT 
450 NEXT 
460 GOTO 100 


GAME TIPS 


PAC-MAN: 


To get unlimited lives in this game for the 64, just LOAD “PAC- 
MAN",8,Lthentype: 

POKE 34943,234:POKE 34944,234:POKE 34945,234 

SYS 32760 

The ghosts will fly right through you 
(AndyMacaninch—Pennsylvania)COMMODORE64 


BEYOND FORBIDDEN FOREST: 


It is safer to keep moving when battling the worms (Vermes). 
When battling the Megatherium, move left to right, shooting him 
the second yousee him. 
(JeffLohmeier—Michigan)COMMODORE, 


WIZARD: 


Onthe firstscreen of the expert level, just get akey and eliminate 
all the snowballs. Then go to the top of one of the two centre lad- 
ders by inching up oneside. Jump toward the centre treasure in- 
sidetheskullsandsit back while yourscoreincreases{orever! The 
only way toget back out is tolose aman, but one froma hundred 
won'tbe too painful. 

(ChrisPorasky—New York) COMMODORE 


BARD'S TALE I: 


Always complete all seven levels for your magic user, then copy 
your magic user to a backup disk, You'll soon have an army of 
magicusersonthat disk. Besuretokeepchangingthemagicuser’s 
name or he won't save. When your party has to open a chest, al- 
ways have amember number 4-7 openit, since they cannotbe hurt 
like 0-4 members. 

(TroyNesfeder — Pennsylvania) COMMODORE, 


COMMANDO: 


Atthe end of the first level, open the doors, stand at the comer of 
the right door, face left and open fire. You'll complete the level 
safely and easily, For the third level, grenade the top two men in 
the fortress, stand at the corner of the right wall, face left and fire 


continually, You'll win the game every time. 
(NathanGibbs —Florida)COMMODORE 


KUNG FU MASTER: 


To kill the final attacker on the fifth level, hit him with a middle 
kick, then alow kick, then a flying kick. Finish him off by running 
at him while throwing low punches. 

(SteveBlay— Florida) COMMODORE 


MAIL ORDER MONSTERS: 


Takeyour monster tothe WeaponsShopand ifyou don't have an 
E-Pack, buy one for 50 Psychons. Sell your E-Pack at the shop, 
and you'll get 73 Psychons for it! This slick trick only works once 
permonster. 

(BenGold— California) COMMODORE 


MATRIX: 


To move to the next stage, simultaneously press SHIFT,CON- 
TROL,RUN/STOPandCOMMODORE. 
(LucyTerrier — Illinois}; COMMODORE, 


STARWARS: 


Whenin the trench do not shoot but dodge the catwalks and fire 
balls. At the exhaust port, fire only one shot if possible. This way 
you will get the maximum points, the less shots fired the better. 
(lanFortin—Hull,Quebec) AMIGA,ATARIST 


HARD HAT MACK: 


To get quickly to the last screen: When the title screen appears, 
press the keys 1 through 9 in order. Then press the zero key. 
(RichardPenn—Montreal,Quebec) COMMODORE 
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A Matter of Choice 


by Pierre Castricum 


Lpromised Ray that I would write an article forthe newsletter. 
“Whatare yougoingtowrite about thistime?” he asked.Itold him 
Ijust didn’t know and would spend a few days thinking about it. 


Have you ever sat at the computer and triedto put somethoughts 
together when you don’t even know what you're going to write 
about? I finally sat down at the computer, loaded Paperclip Tl in 
the 128modeand stared at the monitor. Then it hit me — whynot 
write an article on my impressions of the 128 compared to my 
trusted C64. 


As you know by now, I purchased a 128 system two months ago. 
Tcan't count how many times I've been asked “Why did you buy 
the 128 instead of some other type of computer, i.c. Amiga, PC 
compatible or other?” I guess I had a long hard look at the six to 
seven hundred disks I own, As you can imagine, a great deal of 
time, effort, not to mention money has been expended amassing 
this collection of software. Of course, one of the answers to my 
problem was to keep my 64 system and to move up to a more 
sophisticated/powerfulmachine. Instead, loptedtopurchasethe 
128 which is three machines in one — a C64 - C128 - and CP/M 
compatible. 


The system consisis of a keyboard, 1902A colour monitor and 
1571 disk drive, The 128 offers 128K of RAM and a powerful ex- 
tended BASIC language known as BASIC7.0. (which offers over 
10commands,statementsandfunctions) createdbyCommodore 
toprovide better and easier ways to perform many sophisticated 
programming tasks, inclading those involving graphics, anima- 
tion, sound and music, In 128 mode, the computer provides both 
40 & 80 column output capabilities and full use of a 92-key 
keyboard. 


‘The 1902A monitor is known as a dual monitor, It can provide 
cither a composite video (40-column) or RGB (80-column) dis- 
play.(RGBstandsforthethreebasiccoloursRed,Green& Blue). 
Themonitorconnectstobothvideoportsofthecomputer.Aswitch 
onthe monitorandkeyboard lets youselecteither screen output. 


‘The 1571 disk drive, unlike the 1541, contains two read/write 
heads. This is quite handy especially when access to both sides of 
the diskis required. No more formatting one side of thedisk, flip- 
ping it over and formatting the other side. The 128 formats both 
sides at the same time. When you list the directory, it shows 1328 
blocks free or 2x 664. 


‘The first word processor I purchased was Paperclip. Since that 
time, [have used a number of versions of the program, cach offer- 
ing a different feature, i.e. large capacity for text, spell checking, 
etc, A few years ago, I purchased version “e” while at the World 
of Commodore in Toronto. I have been using it with myC64 since 
that time. I asked a fellow club member to lend me his back-up 
copy ofPaperclip III in order tosce ifit lived up toall the publicity 
Thadreadin Computes! Gazette. Imustadmit,theC64versiondid 
not impress me too much. Some of the features it provided were 
capability of setting defaults, (screen/text colours, document for- 
mat) a spell checker (with the use of a second disk drive), pull- 


down menus to access commands, and a built-in telecommunica- 
tions module just to name afew. 


Because of the many extra features the new version offers, some- 
thing had to be sacrificed. With the many versions of Paperclip, 
one can differentiate between versions by the number of lines of 
text per file it can save. Version “e” offers 426 lines of text while 
Paperclip III only offers 236- in other words — the more features 
the less number of lines of text per file you can save. 


I was a bit skeptical when the same member offered the 128 ver- 
sion to test. Wow! What a difference. The primary difference is 
that the 128 version offers an 80 column screen (the 64 offers an 
80 column screen output only). I find it very nice especially when 
typingcolumnsof text/figures. Also, Ihavefoundthatthe program 
loads much faster than the 64 version. The total number oflines of 
text per file is 499 — a little more than double the 64 capacity, 
Saving files to a data disk isa lot easier because you don't have to 
‘worry whether or notyou have space left on the disk or not as the 
1571 can write to both sides of the disk, 


Thave noticed a few things which, compared previous versions of 
Paperclip, are a bit annoying. One in particular is the printing 
speed. I presently use a Star Micronics NX-1000 together with a 
Xetec Super Graphix interface. When printing out documents 
using thee” version of Paperclip, printing would be quite fast as 
theinterface has a built in 10K buffer. With Paperclip III, Inoticed 
the printing to be very slow. Loading and saving files to disk is 
anotherareawhichI havenoticedafewchanges.Otherareaswhich 
Thave noticed change is loading and saving text. Paperclip gives 
you the option of either saving text in program or sequential files. 
Loading both program and sequential files was quite fast. Not so 
forsequential. It looked as though 10 to 15 lines of text would be 
loaded/saved in one chunk. Usually, sequential files load/save 
quite quickly; this is mainly due to the way the computer stores 
them. 


Inconclusion, let me say that the 128 is one heck of amachine.I’m 
notsorryl switched, At least, with the 128, I have the best of three 
worlds — C64, C128 & CP/M. 


CLASSIFIED 


FOR SALE: EPSON FX 85, 9 pin dot matrix printer, excellent 
condition, asking $250, call James Furnivall 830-8693. 


FORSALE: TANDY Model 4, 128K, 2 disk drive 5 1/4, single 
sided, asking $500, call Jean-Louis at 728-2139, 


FORSALE: TANDY Model 100 Laptop, max. RAM 32K, 3.5” 
diskdrive, Multiplanon ROM, printercable (parallel),telephone 
cables, much more! asking $750, call James Furnivall 830-8693. 


FORSALE: Commodore 64C, 1541 disk drive, 1802C monitor, 
MPS 1000 printer and accessories. For info call Phillipe at 595- 
3346, asking $800, price negotiable, softwareincluded. 
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Amiga Review 
Excell 


ence! 


by Craig Ellis 


Excellence! is advertised as the word processor that challenges 
WordPerfectThat, as with much in advertising, isnot true. Excel- 
lence! is intuitive and friendly and easy to use but, it doesn’t have 
mostofthe power and featuresthat WordPerfechas, WordPerfect 
hasbeencalledtheword processorwelovetohate. Despiteitsuser 
hostility, it gets used a lot. Excellence!is powerful enough to get 
used but ifa tough job comes along it becomes a lovable dud, 


Many of the functions that everyone expectsin a word processor 
these days are present in Excellence! only on the page setup re- 
quester, The name "Page Setup’ is misleading because it defines 
the setup for all pages of the document, not justthe current page. 
This means that anything that must be selected on page sctup is 
fixed for the entire document. Even if youchange the settings part 
waythrough, the changesaremadethroughoutthedocument.The 
functions available on page setup are: Pitch, Page Height, Page 
Width, TopMargin, BottomMargin, HeaderMargin,FooterMar- 
gin, Left Margin, Right Margin, Start Page Number, Facing 
Pages(yes/no), Number of columns, Space Between Columns, 
Automatic Numbering of Footnotes(yes/no) and Start Footnote 
Number. 


The ruler settings allow the left and right margins to be moved in 
from the settings on page setup but even while it gives you that 
freedom, itlimits youin another area. Nomore thancight tabscan 
beset. Thereisanicevariety of types of tabs from which to choose 


Introduction to MS-DOS 
The Many F 


by Tony Roberts (from COMPUTE!"s PC) 


The DIR command, which buildsa disk directory, is probablythe 
most-used DOS commandofall. You use it to see what's ona disk, 
tolocateamissingfile,tocheckthespelling ofa filename, to check 
afile’s size or time stamp, and do countless other tasks, 


This command which seemsso simple, holds much untapped po- 
tential. As you will see, there’s more than one way to catalog a 
disk, 


Ifyou have more than a few files on your disk when you execute 
aDIR command, thelistingscrollspast faster than youcanread it. 
Instead of strugglingto find the Pause or Hold Key, try using the 
DIRcommandwiththe Pauseswitch.DIR/P displaysthedirectory 
listing one screenful at a time, You press any key when you're 
ready forthenext screen. Ifyou'veseenenough youcan press Ctrl- 
Break or Ctrl-Cto skip the remaining pages. 


ThenormalD OSdirectorycontainsalotofinformationaboutcach 
file. If you're interested in nothing more than filenames, use the 
Wide Displayswitch. DIR/W displays filenamesfiveacrossonthe 


but only eight tabs, in total, can be used on any given line. This 
alone has made me wish I could use Paperclipon the Amiga in- 
stead of this. 


‘When it comes to printing the document you can choose for the 
entire document tobe printed in Normal (Graphics) mode, NLO, 
DraltorPostScriptquality. Thisprogramwouldbemuchimproved 
ifthe qualitycouldbeselectedindependentlyfortheheader, body 
and{ooter. This would allow the fancy workbench lettering tobe 
used for letterhead while retainingthe speedof NLO printing for 
therest ofthe page. 


Memory management by Excellence! is mixed. Excellence! 
doesn’t tell you when it has insufficient memory to print colour 
pictures and coloured text. Instead of a guru however, it simply 
prints everything in black and white so that some colours are not 
printed at all(white) and others are printed as black. This often 
makes the ability to use coloursin the document pointless. 


Exiting from Excellence!shows you the other side of the memory 
managementargument Excellence!isso good at cleaning upafter 
itself whenit exits, [sometimes load itin andexit just to eliminate 
fragmentation caused by other software] have beenrunning, 


In conclusion, if | had known when I was choosing between this 
and WordPerfectvhat I know now, I would have bought Cygnus- 
Ed, 


aces of DIR 


Ifyou knowa little about what you're looking for, you can short- 
nthe listing and the time it takes to read it through. Say, for cx- 
ample, you're looking fora letter you wrote recently but you can’t 
recall the complete filename. You doknow, however that it has.a 
-LTRextension, because that’showyounameall your correspon- 
dence. The command DIR *.LTR shows you all your letter files 
and only your letter files, Using the file size and time stamp infor- 
mation, you should be able to identify your file fairly quickly. 


Perhapsyou'remissinganotherfile. Youcan’trememberthename 
but you know it started with the letter F. Use the command DIR 
F*.* and you'll sec the possibilities quickly. 


Buildinga directory ofadiskinanother disk driveisnearlyascasy. 
DIR B: shows what's on the B: drive. DIR B: *.TXT shows you 
all your text files on drive B:, Use any switch or option you like, 
just remember tospecify the drive name, such as B: or C: within, 
thecommand, 


Iryour system has hard disk that’s been in use for any length of 
time, it’s likely to be full of both files and subdirectory names. To 
makealittlesenseofallthe subdirectories, use the command DIR 


screen, 


*.toexclude your files rom the listing andseeonlysubdirectories. 
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This Month Had 30 Days 


by Wayne D. Schaler 


Junewasalso one ofthose rare months when our meeting was held 
‘onthe second Monday of the month and not thethird. To further 
addtothe confusionwe started the meeting ahalfhourearlier (see 
meetingtimesinside front cover) and hadnot onespeaker but six. 


June was our Special Interest Group (SIG) night where the club 
emphasized a “get back to basics” approach. When the club was 
first formed, sometime backin the 19th century Ibelieve, we were 
justa bunch ofusers who got together to share ideas, experiences 
and our fascination for this new idea called home computers. 
Somewherealongtheline, wedecided thatitwouldbenicetohave 
anoccasionaloutsidespeakeraddressourmeetings.Althoughthis 
hasaddedsomecolour tothemectings,it didtendtodownplaythe 
reason we held the mectings in the first place, 


‘The executive felt that we should try to puta greater emphasis on 
the SIG’s, To do this they increased the SIG’s portion of the eve- 
ning by half an hour and dedicated the month of June to explain- 
ing what goes on in each group. Members were also invited to 
create anew SIG ifthe current ones did not cover their special in- 
terests. 


To that end, I wouldllike to encourage any member who may be 
interestedinforminganewgroup toapproachamember oftheex- 
ccutive with their idea, We will assign a room to your new SIG, 
advertiscitinthenewsletterandatthe mectingsandgivewhatever 
helpyoumayneedingettingitstarted. Ifyouwantspecial speakers 
youcanapproach me personally and I will do my best to help you. 
‘The resourcesof the club are at your disposal. Just ask. If yoware 
uncertain about howto get started, scc usat the mectingor call us 
onthephone, 


Despitethechangeindateandtime, westillhadarespectableturn- 
out at the June meeting, The special interest groups were well at- 
tendedandspeakerswellreceived.Wealsohadadraw,amongthe 
memberspresent, forsome freesoftwareand computerbooks. 


Speaking about software, books, and hardware, September 18th 
(tentative) will be our Annual Swap and Garage Sale night for all 
thosecomputer-relateditemsthatyoudecidedthat youdon’twant 
anymore and would like to get a few dollars back on your invest- 
ment, Thisisalwaysan extremely popularnight. Everybodyiswel- 
come tosell whatevertheyno longer needandtopick up bargains. 
Software must be originals and will be checked by the executive 
throughouttheevening. 


This is the time to check your closets and attics for that, in good 
condition, item that you aren’t using anymore. Last year we had 
entire computer systems for sale, hundreds of pieces of software 
at bargain-basement prices and books galore. It was a bargain 
hunter’sparadise. Somarkthedateonyourcalendarandgetready 
now. 


IamtheclubProgram Coordinatorandamalwayslookingfornew 
ideas and speakers to bring to the club. Many of the ideas for 
speakers come directly from our members. If you have a special 
interest or if you know someone who might be willing to speak to 


the club ona computer-related topic, please call me at 728-7811. 
Julyis still open for speakers. 


‘The August 14 meeting will havea demonstration and talk on lap- 
top computers. These are the ultimate peripherals for the com- 
puterist that is always on the go. The next time you are on abus or 
at the airport, look around, you are likely to see someone pecking 
away on their own portable PC. Today it is fascinating to watch. 
Tomorrow,itwilllikelybeascommonplaceascalculatorwatches. 
Just imagine, calculator watches, portable phones, car facsimile 
machines, and laptop computers. Who knows what isnext. 


Staytuned. Next month has thirty-one dayst 


COVER 


YOUR 
INVESTMENT 


Protective nylon covers for: 
monitors; keyboards; printers, 
disk drives; and, other 
electronic equipment. 


* Designed to your 
specifications. 
Machine washable. 

* Water and static resistant. 

* Will NOT crack or tear. 

* Available in a variety of 
colours. 


SafeSkin Keyboard Protectors 
now available. 


Call CompuCovers 


(613) 830-6751 
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Ci28 Notes 


by Bob Mason 


‘The June meeting featuredtwo very interestingdemos by George 
Frajkor. George hasa bit of a reputation asa hacker, and has al- 
ways been a champion of good but inexpensive hardware and 
software no surprise he’s a 128 owner!). That’s why George 
used Compute’s Spcedscriptas his word processor. But now that 
Busy Bee Software has come out with The Write Stuff for the 
C128, he 


‘The Write Stuff uses many of the same commands as 

butalsohassome pretty powcrfulcnhanccments, Infact, fora$25- 
$30 program, with avery thorough user’s manual, it was hard to 
find a feature that this word processor didn’t have. 


The second demo was GeoFILE128 a database. George was not 
enthralledwiththe GEOS series, but feltthat GcoFIL.Bvas a good 
database, withmanydesirable featuresand lotsof flexibility. Both 
demos utilized the RAM Expander, and it wasinteresting to see 
theinereaseinprogramspeedoncetheprogramwasrcleasedfrom 
continualdiskaccess. 


ThankstoGeorgeandPietandBobforbringingintheirequipment 
tomake this demo possible, 


CP/M EXPLAINED. 


For the summer doldrums of the July 17 mecting, we have a 
— Ian Cottrell on CP/M. Ian hasbeen using CP/M 
ince 1978 and now operates Ottawa's only CP/M Bul- 


letin Board, fanhas spoken toa number of computer groups, and 
knows the concerns of CP/M neophytes. His talk will uncover 
some of the gold mine of CP/M programsavailableto C128 users, 
and perhaps he'll recommend a gem or two. Ifyou're like me, 
you've used twoof the three computers inside your C128, Ian will 
show us howto unleash the third and perhaps the most powerful 
ofthe three. 


Hopetoseeyouthere. 
THE "DISK’ SITUATION 


We're running low on TPUG C128 disks. Icombined the last two 
into one because therewere only enough good, new programs {or 
one disk, I have two more TPUG disks but they are both large 
single-program disks. These will both be available at the next 
meeting, probably at aspecial price. 


Wealsohave several disks from Input. Becausethesetooaremain- 
ly one-program disks, we will probably make several available 
each month, so that you will have some choice. These disks con- 
tain some very good programs, professional in scope and execu- 
tion, but understand thatit canbe quite disappointingto come to 
a meeting and find that the only disk available is, say, a database 
program, and you have no usc for databases. That's why I'lltry to 
maketwoorthree disksavailable each month, togive youachoice. 


And I repeat, any suggestions concerning sources of good public 
domain C128 programs will be gratefully received. 


Wanted! 
C64 Librarian 


| Job Description: produces a disk-full of publicdomain programs for the Commodore 64 each month. These 
programsare obtainedfromothercomputerclubs, fromBBSs, frommembers of thisclubandfromourlibrary 
of publicdomain programs. Each program must be tested to make sure it works. Also the librarian writes a 
| short description of each program in the 'List-Me’ file, and makes sure (if possible) that there isadequate 
documentationtoruntheprogram. 
‘The librarian sells these disks at the monthly club meetings (or arranges for a representative to do so), and 
alsois available during the SIG time period to answer questions about the disks, and the C64 in general. 
The librarian also looks for new sources of public domain programs, attempting to supply club members 
withthe best possible publicdomainprograms, The librarian does this taking intoaccount members wishes, 
andthe programsalreadyavailablein the clublibrary. 
| As well, the librarian works with the assistant sysop (C64) to make sure that download programs on the 
club BBS are functional and are in fact public domain, and after a certain period of time on the BBS, are 
removedandaddedto the clublibrary. 


‘This is a job that requires 10-20 hours a month. That's a lot of time for a volunteer, but the rewards incom- 
puterexperienceandknowledgegainedareimmeasurable. Ifyouhavesometimeavailableandarefrustrated 
because your computer education hasstagnated, consider giving thisatry. It’sguaranteed that you'll get out 
ofitmore thanyou putin! 
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Doug McLean 
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